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I ntroduction

TA:‘S return s not mere_{y a J'aumsy t‘/myﬁ péys:‘ca{ space ; bt

an evocative conjuring of a memer tat never faded ) a tritute ¢
walers thut remained crystalling and hearts that never yca/. Itisa
visionary exploration of meanings that still pudsate within the soul,
5}‘:‘&7/'9 it solace and smiéf This book serves as botha Aameamd:y
and an invitation to contenplate the past witf a a’/':cem@ eye and to
rgafd the land with froﬁunJ » sincere emetion. It standls a5 o reminder
that Al- Tantura” s a w'//ge Hat conlinues to )l}yg ;'/mz‘l;fy and :'no;wire
the Arab spirit « Jts gates are ﬂwj wide , res/m/’iy ev@ffﬁ‘lg;‘ every
corner and the secrefs it barbors ewry shadow and the unspoken

promises it in&/erJ-

I Ch/c’pters d/ this work stand praud s rooted in lneage and
Mcﬁfg p enueé/uea’ in the warmth of tales and the Marba (folk
/’“'tf]) , where ,S;n}a/jdy meets Jqﬂf/ At chronicles that which was
and that which endures s s l;/é traverses the M from innacent
childhood and ambiguty tuward the struggles of survived and destiny.

The words carry the scent a/ rain- drenched soil and the melodies

of birds at the first Lght of down s revealing how the coantad village
o/ Al -Tantura shye,/ a part of the reater Aisf@f and remained present

in the colleckive consgence despife massacres and destruckion,
ﬂe Letters 5fea/< o,[‘ a silence ﬂaf carries f/g messgge of @ bown

whose pulse ance vibrated almg  its shores - g witress of s era and
the ,ocap/e who dwelled therein.

Between the ancient walls and t{e /ay shadows lie stories s Chranicles
and narratives that we have aymisea/ info three primary pillars
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Part‘ [.’ A[- Eﬂfum's Suﬂlﬁﬂ/ in ff{f Hﬂ”‘/é 0[ 7-1"”1(

This section serves as a jal't‘waj fo :’nfrrpreﬂry time In ﬂ/‘%ﬂt‘um.
net mere ely as a successiom o/ hours and dayg Jutas a testament
to the Continudly o/ He /b/a(e and the em/uny bend between the fand and
it pfap/e At is o return to /‘istoy , /Jaﬂwgs ;kirga/m , and social
Yearbaoks (Salnamas) ; it examies the reality of architecture
Census data » the state o,[ the hacbor » and educational institutions ,
abf’.su'ale /an/ownerslu)v s endowments yand /ga/ wills « Within these pages s
mealion s made of religious figures and national lcons , detuiling bhe
Jai!y life Hat rendered Al-Tantura a radiant centre acrass the ages.
It offers a concise presentation of Al Tanbura resistance durity the

1936 Resolution and the 1948 War, as well a the perisds precedizgand
foﬂowr'r_l] these eveats. Guided br the lgﬂt of truthsa consus a/ 128
mar&‘yn has been Canyw/ec/ s with Heir ﬁz// names documented wherever

,Dossille .
Futhormares a brief discourse is dedieated 1o the adyacities comnitted

Sfeoiﬁ‘ca/é He russacre that occurred on the nj]lf of Mg/ 23,1943
Lasea' on t‘/e Lestimonies of z‘/e rﬁﬁtm and the enumeratrs.

These documenls are /:a[rtereJ é] evocalive imgeg fo z‘ranscem/ mere
fext aspiring 7o be a re/}nea/ Kistorical enycbpe:/:‘a - amodel of the place

fowrney fAroyA fime .
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loarﬂ[ H Rejisfers ) Pealr'jrees y and F“’”i/)' Noames .

This section addresses famly trees to help the post-1943 Nakba

generatims document their /'am\fﬁr Al'sttdg and zht‘ézym%ﬁma/ ties,
rein/aruy me/eefye that has become an urgent necessity -

This /(rww/ea_(ge s distributed across three c/a/t‘era.
CAa,oz‘er Il Palau/afim ryisfm of Al Tantura (1941, 1918) ,

prom':/r'fj a conscious Suryey o/ z%e y;//ye’s Census .
C }la/:fer E . TAe ”GOUM PgJigreeS‘ o[ z‘/e ,,o,g/g ,eap/e a/ A/—%ﬂfura‘
il/uslmfiy ancestral lineyes that mirror the SF;'riz‘ of the house as

it takes Jee,a root. The emergence of the concept of the /’am\r'é' bree
is PaAaf& a recent) May‘ ancient s cultural Cam?fumcﬁ o/)/pea/alg

mjrdifj ,[:ram telr historical p/aces o/ res:‘a/ence.

C/laf?fﬂr Jl[ : FM\I&’ names as rem—a/ec/ é}l researcAer.s ;}nc/ua/r"rg
warks ike Al-Tantura , A Village Destroyed by the Ziomist Occupation
é)’ Xl!lja a[-%é)m , and Al Tantura Unfa[jeftaﬁ(e Mezﬂan‘es“\ly
Musa al-Khatih , and Al-Tantura peaé'jreeﬂb Mol ammed Tarzan
a/-Aig and "E,@ W//ye has a Story and an [ dentity by
Mobamned 4],

As well as Sharia court records ,C'om Hmﬁ ryardlf'g births,
Jeaﬂs anc/ marr/'fjes.
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P arfm ' Hisfaw'm/ P apers

In Mis part, | Iuwe cle[veo/ info the Hm'/:t rchives o Arr'a/je s ad
Comp/ete missz'nj lnks in the narrative.

CAﬂffff I Y;n?fum Documents , exaniniy 26 dpcuments inc/ua/@fée
Tatiea coastal revenses i (159%4D), the  searbooks of (197/AD), Totura
Censuses in f‘e /dff Otlsman erq and tjﬂf@ l“e Brit‘ris»‘/'fam/de i f‘{jmg

(1922 and 1931 A ) and nanes of Canstrpl in the Ottoma mf'ﬁ'fag yand
Sharia court recora) /;MHW'/; in Z'/Ueam (1910 and 19/4)-[5 s iches

biths, deathy MriLges  pper ereps of marlyrs aanerma/ lethr of
sarious kinds, [t draus affentioy 15 He J“"L’F”’Mt af feall fucilities and
park aff[icdfm farms submitted # th Pulestinion Edieatiom Degartment.
Bm'a’e& it includes fay recdft's ) w‘ia{ Conﬁrm et the lud was never wf]
as c/aimaj éj the criminad Zionisls ) bt rather éelﬂyd toils orgmd ouners,
I dso bj‘éﬂfd 4 ,m'd‘wr of a Jropof [U[tw from Janturs who were
uffurea(;ana( included a marriae coudract wtl [gqj Lerms.
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C,{g’pfa- H : 14/ . Tantura in the dyab Press ) /;dun’y (s) Cl"/’pfﬂ 5
fram the Palestinian newspaper » t‘/e ,vm‘aa/ ( 1941.1943) which dealt with
advanced eJucafc'an, /f;‘fy sand “/’“""fﬂ swanps ,1},- /J/aﬂf@ eaca\/)lffa.s trees

Chapter 1L The Plts of Al Totwra
[b‘ pro w‘c/es a ma/? a/ L‘ﬂ{! m'ﬂyc sAaw('y re{c‘jrbus ’ ea/acaﬁma/ 28eruice ;

/uncﬁbna/ and cyn'm/fam/ /aa‘//t‘f'é'a yas well as names o/ Al-Tonbura
fanilies prior to the 1948 Nakba.

Afﬂﬁlm/l)h lSEd[vS a;;c/ S\:']nafare.s u[ t‘,{c /oe,;?/c 0/ A[. 7;,1,@;-4 %‘m
(1936 to 1948).
As ] /’/dce this work in the ﬂ/aﬂa{v of the esteemed reader » | wish bo
extend my aleepesf grafit‘m/e fo.
%lé]a af -}fréya s fuz;[i.sﬁer o/ Al-Totura A Vf/@e Dtifrgec/ éj He
Zionist Ocafaftbn s for his Pireless efforts in cécumml‘:y all tat was
possié/e  Musa al-Khatib paé[is‘u a/) the electrmic book U’ﬁg&tézﬂe
Menaries s for penning his memoirs ; for the /Jreserm‘u‘on of /;”f is far
better than e loss a/ Hhe whole.
Salwa a[./(ﬁafié s editor n/ He social chr‘a £ege Al- Tantura un// not
Lose its Memary fn— her dedlcation to oécummﬁy the w‘//fje’s Aistag
and the names of fer martyrs . ] must confess my aé:,a-.sufecl inferest in
all the villeges across both barks - their mountains, plains, inkabitants » and
L,'mygs  Would t[af ome fos,ggssgc! a l‘/goaﬁtm/ pers to write /u‘stag’ and

narrafe evenls cmcf!y as L"{y were ) and as flg remain
Mu‘/llaz/o/gjica[]%tes anJ C/ari/;'cafiam.
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I must note that the sectim  tithd Al Tontura's Sundiad in the Honds
0/ YEME‘: a/cslﬂife ils Areaa’fj and te sz‘wyﬁ‘ a/’ il /Dresmc‘aﬁdn ) Conlans
Certain gaps in the ten;ooral and spafia/ continaum . [t does not cloim a
Canfre/{cnsiue encompassing o/' all past eveal's » bulis raler an abtempl to
understand the soul of Al-Tarturas cc/eémﬁy what remains af z‘/e/my/e's
memory and reviving its :‘m/aao# on our /oremf-
Rgarc/::t] the /amér rees .
T/{ej are, éy God's will myniﬁmz‘ and sfm“’/"fﬂ at their fc\:‘j/fs.
As ;[ar the newest descendants , these entries serve as a verified draft)
5ué}‘cd to /;lrﬂ{cr r:ﬁnemuf é)/t‘/{u'r respeclive /amt’/ie.s -
T hese fac/:‘jree‘s do nat encompuss every fam{é;; for the families of l-Tantura

are numergus y un'fi{ Arumc‘e.s as alen.s'e mu/ roofs as Jﬂf’ as /Jw/.s /{;‘a’a/a: wtﬂl'ﬂ
tAc Jeff‘& 4/ Z‘/e Sea.

Furthermere, this Sf“:i/y /i uﬂdamellfa/!y deconstructs the notim tHat He
fapulat ton a/‘ Al- Tantura ar\i]iMfeJ in the 18305 /;//my He invasion o/
Palestine by rahim Pusha . Based on a chromological rc‘;{igo/' ancestyal
names - efsl’lmaﬁfj an average of z‘/{irtj—f/free Jears per J,,.wﬁm_;tgmm
Clear that the /)eqﬂ/e a/ Al Tatura were /}rm!y established in Hheir w'//ge I‘l'ﬂ
Leﬂre f/az‘ /Jen'ao/ ) re/ul‘f'_ﬂ] all other asswyt‘:m.

Notes on Documeatadion and Emino[w.

Tcm/uara,/ Acwmg: One must account for the time difference re sulting fyam
Converting dates botween the Grgor:'an and Hijri Calendars , a5 Hhis a/r'ré J‘[),
i”fad“ the /’"fa'ﬂ'ﬂ" 6/ Z‘Jc /z"nalty.s .

Sewrce Lacunaes The recarring use o/' e//:)o;e.s within /Jarmt/escs (..)

indicales text that was obscared or r'//ejiék in the ari‘jina.l source » despife
Serious adlempls to Jeci,o/y it.
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Massaa’ea :_MuJ L"Ae L‘k massacres we res«arc[eof - {[gyﬁ we J,‘J
not address them all - evidence continues to emerge decades (ater regardim
Al Tantura olun'@ the era known in Israel as the W "/.]”ﬁ/ffeﬂéﬂce »

and in Paésfme as e Mu“a. ﬂe.se new ﬁm/fgs raise fro,@m/ Vem'm
Qémd‘ Hhe Aany o/ one o/’ Hhe darkest cﬁafz‘ers in modern /fr'.sdag.

TAe Eﬁ‘ac& a/' La\njwc : Ryw@ e use a/ He fefm%nfb/}{moéﬂ?:
I /‘:ﬂd i iﬂ’ﬂera,ﬁw to substitule Mandate’ urith 'Oca.faﬁan'.
Similﬁrﬁ; the Israeli Defense Forces™ should be "—/pff red to as the
“Criminal waaf:m,/fr@ﬂ For what do t/gy defend ? Do 2‘{9’ a(e/’me/
land Amwf;ances{:y,or/'m‘t/? Or m”fl)’ a line in a newspaper or
a Jrap in an ocean ?

C o nc[asizm
Ultd‘mﬂjsj)') %I‘S éﬂd‘ ’VI’?A’M a /I'BSA rga@ a/ﬁ/& ancieal
Al -Tantura . [t is a um/ut humanitarian Case that recounts He

Nakba , the aé‘.sﬂ/aamenf , and. the rwea/ terrain with a surging
emotional pulse It is a documentury work that reconstracts
aspects of /u‘,sz‘ag by Jrawy upom wealth of vibrant é:‘wy
memories

Haptﬂj 1[\01' God's /o\rJEUEHeJS am/mcrfy
Ahmod bin Hassan bin Al;

Al-Khadish Janary 19,2026
Y;an.s/afec/éyo'
Alaéc{a(mMakammad

Msheileh
Al-Mahatta /Daraa - Syria
January 19,2026
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